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Together, we can drive successful research outcomes.
FOR CONFIDENCE IN RESEARCH RESULTS
When the ability to discover, access, and manage vetted, reliable information is critical, you have good reason to be confident in ProQuest. We are teamed up to deliver the authoritative content, critical metadata, and vital management tools needed by today's innovating libraries. So you can put researchers on the clear and simple path to knowledge and results, every step of the way. PROQUEST AP: I am leaving this up to the authors. They represent large and small academic libraries. Included in this issue will be eclectic, thought-provoking articles, opinion pieces, and case studies. I anticipate many issues, concerns, and opinions will emerge from both practical points of view as well as passionate perspectives.
ATG: From what you've learned so far what are the key arguments for re-purposing the space currently being used for books stacks? AP: A key argument for repurposing library space used for books is that many libraries are collecting more and more electronic resources; thus, freeing up floor space. In reality, the key reason to repurpose library space is to address the changing needs of the community the library serves.
ATG: What strategies are libraries using to implement such changes?
AP: My hope is that libraries are taking into consideration all aspects of the issue including being cognizant of the use of library resources, trends in publishing, topics in collection development and management, and most importantly, the needs of the community being served.
ATG: Has there been any resistance to this trend from librarians, faculty, or students? AP: There is resistance when the community affected determines their needs are not being addressed. If they decide their needs are being neglected, protests will follow, as was the case at Colby College.
There is an historical belief that the academic library is the "center" of learning, the central place on campus, the center of the academy, and a contemplative place. When that perception is disrupted, there is dissention in the academy. AP: This is difficult question to answer. In the academic environment, my observation is that your discipline dictates your format preference based on which format best suits your research needs.
Leisure reading is quite different. At the 2014 Charleston Conference keynote speaker Anthea Stratigos cited a survey of undergraduate students in which 86% of the students preferred print textbooks over eTextbooks. This is one of many surveys and studies being conducted about reading and learning using electronic resources and devices versus traditional methodologies.
In reality, it is too early to tell; however, again, we need to remember that the library should always be assessing and adjusting its mission to the changing needs of the community.
